Social Networking and
MediaWiki

The MediaWiki skin for JazzMeet seems good, but we can still add certain things to
our wiki to make it stand out. In this chapter, we will discuss the following:

e Integrating Twitter feeds in to your wiki's template

¢ Embedding and styling YouTube videos in your wiki

e Using social bookmarking services such as Furl and Facebook

Integrating Twitter with MediaWiki

Twitter (http://www.twitter.com) is a micro-blogging service that allows users to
convey the world (or at least the small portion of it on Twitter) what they are doing,
in messages of 140 characters or less.
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Select Language ... |—

What is Twitter? iy e
Please sign in

username of email address:

pasanord:

D Remember me Sign In =

Forgot pazamord? Click here.

Twitter is a service for friends, family, and co—workers
to communicate and stay connected through the exchange of
quick, frequent answers to one simple question: What are you

Already using Twitter by
SMS or IM7 Click here.

doing?

Get Started—Join!

| really like Twitter. It's one of the fastest-growing Incredibly useful
phenomena on the Internet.

Jeff Barr, Amazon.com, Senior Wifired

hManager MNew ok Times

@ 2008 Twitter AhoutUs Contact Blog Status Downloads API Help Jobs TOS Privacy

It is possible to embed these messages in external websites, which is what we will be
doing for JazzMeet. We can use the updates to inform our wiki's visitors of the latest
JazzMeet being held across the world, and they can send a response to the JazzMeet
Twitter account.

Shorter Links

Because Twitter only allows posts of up to 140 characters, many Twitter users
make use of URL-shortening services such as Tiny URL (http://tinyurl.com),
and notlong (http://notlong.com) to turn long web addresses into short, more
manageable URLs. Tiny URL assigns a random URL such as http://tinyurl.
com/3ut9p4, while notlong allows you to pick a free sub-domain to redirect to your
chosen address, such as http://asgkasdgadg.notlong.com.

Twitter automatically shortens web addresses in your posts.
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Creating a Twitter Account

Creating a Twitter account is quite easy. Just fill in the username, password, and
email address fields, and submit the registration form, once you have read and
accepted the terms and conditions. If your chosen username is free, your account is
created instantly.

Create a Free Twitter Account

Usernarne: ‘jazzmeet | Your LIRL: hitp:iiteitter comjazzmeet
Ayailablel
Fasswaord: ‘*‘*‘“‘“‘“ | B characters ar more e trickyl)
Ernail Address: ‘ | In case you forget something
Humanness:

Type the two words: o]
| il ReCAPTE
(7]

[] I'wantthe inside scoop—please send me email updatas!

By clicking an ' accept' helow, you confirm that you are aver 13 vears of
age and acceptthe Terms of Service.

‘ | accept. Create my account.
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Once your account has been created, you can change the settings such as your display
name and your profile's background image, to help blur the distinction between

your website and your Twitter profile. Colors can be specified as "hex" values under
the Design tab of your Twitter account's settings section. The following color codes
change the link colors to our JazzMeet's palette of browns and reds:

B JazzMeet (Mediawiki)

| Account | Fassword | Devices | Motices Picture Design
Design Your Twitter

Below are the current design settings for your Twitter account. You can chanoe, preview, save, or
restore to factory default settings any time.

(O Use the Twitter default style
(@) Use my custom style below

Background Colar: |E|EE|?98 |

Backgraund Image: I Use background image (Twitter Clouds) [ Tile

| ” Chonse. . |
Images must be smallerthan 800k, GIF, JPG, PRG.

Text Color: ||j|:|[||:||:||j |

Mame Color: |BC1425 |

Link Color: |BC1425 |

Sidebar Fill Color |EBE4DB |

Sidebar Border Color: |BCM25 |

Save
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As you can see in the screenshot, JazzMeet's Twitter profile now looks a little more
like the JazzMeet wiki. By doing this, the visitors catching up with JazzMeet's events
on Twitter will not be confused by a sudden change in color scheme:

m |Nameorlocation || search | Hame Find & Follow Settings Help Sign out

jazzmeet Name JazzMeet (Mediawiki)
URHA

Location Uik
Web hitp:itwneny. peacoc...
Bio A case study for a book an

designing websites @peacockcarter Medialik skining.

about 3 hours ago frarm web pndli |

Stats

RES Older» Fallowing
Followers
Favarites

@ 2006-2008 Twitter AboutlUs Contact Blog Downloads APl Help Jobs TOS Privacy Updates

Embedding Twitter Feeds in MediaWiki

Twitter provides a few ways to embed your latest posts in to your own website(s);
simply log in and go to http://www.twitter.com/badges.

e Flash: With this option you can show just your posts, or your posts and your
friends' most recent posts on Twitter.

e HTML and JavaScript: You can configure the code to show between 1 and 20
of your most recent Twitter posts.

As JazzMeet isn't really the sort of wiki the visitors would expect to find on Flash, we
will be using the HTML and JavaScript version. You are provided with the necessary
code to embed in your website or wiki. We will add it to the JazzMeet skin template,
as we want it to be displayed on every page of our wiki, just beneath our sponsor
links. Refer to the following code:

<div id="twitter div">

<h2 class="twitter-title">Twitter Updates</h2>

<ul id="twitter update list"s>

</uls>

</div>

<script type="text/javascript" src="http://twitter.com/javascripts/
blogger.js"></script>

<script type="text/javascript" src="http://twitter.com/statuses/user
timeline/jazzmeet.json?callback=twitterCallback2&count=5"></scripts>
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The JavaScript given at the bottom of the code can be moved just above the </body>
tag of your wiki's skin template. This will help your wiki to load other important
elements of your wiki before the Twitter status.

You will need to replace "jazzmeet" in the code with your own Twitter
% username, otherwise you will receive JazzMeet's Twitter updates, and not
’ your own.

It is important to leave the unordered list of ID twitter update list asitis, as this
is the element the JavaScript code looks for to insert a list item containing each of
your twitter messages in the page.

Styling Twitter's HTML

We need to style the Twitter HTML by adding some CSS to change the colors and
style of the Twitter status code:

#twitter div {
background: #FFF;

border: 3px #BEB798 solid;
color: #BEB798;

margin: O;

padding: 5px;

width: 165px;

}

#twitter div a {

color: #8D1425 !important;
}

ul#twitter update list
list-style-type: none;
margin: O;

padding: 0;

}

#twitter update list 1i {
color: #38230C;

display: block;

}

h2.twitter-title {

color: #BEB798;
font-size: 100%;

}
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There are only a few CSS IDs and classes that need to be taken care of. They are
as follows:

e #twitter div isthe element that contains the Twitter feeds.

e #twitter update_list istheID applied to the unordered list. Styling this
affects how your Twitter feeds are displayed.

e .twitter-title is the class applied to the Twitter feed's <h2> heading
(which you can remove, if necessary).

Our wiki's skin for JazzMeet now has JazzMeet's Twitter feed embedded in the right-
hand column, allowing visitors to keep up-to-date with the latest JazzMeet news.

[PACKT

FUBLISHING

neaodk ‘ carter

Twitter Updates

designing wehsites
(fEpeacockearter | day ago

Inserting Twitter as Page Content

MediaWiki does not allow JavaScript to be embedded in a page via the "edit"
function, so you won't be able to insert a Twitter status feed directly in a page unless
it is in the template itself. Even if you inserted the relevant JavaScript links into your
MediaWiki skin template, they are relevant only for one Twitter profile ("jazzmeet",
in our case).
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YouTube in MediaWiki

YouTube (http://youtube.com) is a video sharing website that allows registered
users to upload videos, and allows visitors to watch streamed videos that are
categorized by tags. A feature useful to JazzMeet is that the videos can be embedded
in external websites, by inserting the code provided on the video's page in to your
own website. The code looks similar to the following example:

<object width="425" height="355"><param name="movie" value="http://
www . youtube . com/v/U4FAKRpUCYY&hl=en" ></param><param name="wmode"
value="transparent"></param><embed src="http://www.youtube.
com/v/U4FAKRpUCYY&hl=en" type="application/x-shockwave-flash"
wmode="transparent" width="425" height="355"></embed></object>

This isn't particularly useful for MediaWiki, though, since you don't (generally) want
videos in the template itself, but in the content area, where the HTML is presented as
text within the document:

JAZZH EET
DURH

<object width="425" height="355" = <param name="movie" value="http://www.yvoutube.com/

v/ UAFAKBpUCY Y &hl=en"»</param»<param name="wrmode" value="transparent" =</
param =<embed src="http://www.voutube.com/v/U4AFAKRpUCYY&hl=en"

[vpe="application, x-shockwave-flash" wrmode="transparent" width="425" height="355"></

Ermbed » </ ohiect =

MediaWiki Extension: VideoFlash

We can overcome this problem with the use of an extension for MediaWiki called
VideoFlash (http://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Extension:VideoFlash).
VideoFlash allows videos from a number of popular video websites, including
YouTube and Google Video, to be embedded in your MediaWiki wiki with
relative ease.
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Installing VideoFlash

The instructions for installing VideoFlash are included on the website, but we will
go through installing them on our JazzMeet wiki for clarity. Firstly, you will need to
create a file called videoflash.php in the extensions directory of your MediaWiki
installation. You should copy and paste the code provided in the extension's page on
MediaWiki's website into this file.

Secondly, you will need to add a line of code at the end of your
LocalSettings.php file, which is usually located in your MediaWiki's installation's
root directory. If MediaWiki is installed at http: //www.example.com/wiki/, you
should be able to find LocalSettings.php at http://www.example.com/wiki/
LocalSettings.php. The earlier versions of MediaWiki close the file with ?>: the
require once statement below needs to be above this "end of file" marker:

require once ("extensions/videoflash.php") ;

This tells MediaWiki that you have installed the VideoFlash extension, and helps you
to find the relevant file.

Embedding YouTube Videos in Page Content

If any visitor wants to embed the video located at http: //www.youtube.com/
watch?v=U4FAKRpUCYY, they can now do so by inserting the following wiki-markup
in a MediaWiki page on the JazzMeet wiki:

<videoflash>U4FAKRpUCYY</videoflash>

The page should now display the relevant YouTube video.

JazzMeetDurham

JazzMeet Durham iz a comrnunity-organized jazz festival in t

information on what exactly a JazzlMeet is, see WhatIsJazzM¢
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Embedding Videos from other Video

Providers
Google videos can be embedded with a similar code once the VideoFlash MediaWiki
extension has been installed:

<videoflash type="googlevideo">U4FAKRpUCYY</videoflash>

Telling your Visitors

It is true that videos can be embedded into your wiki, but your visitors need to
know that they can be embedded. There are two ways of conveying this information
to your visitors. Either display the Help:Editing page, which is linked to the edit
interface, or edit the text of the edit interface to inform your wiki's visitors that the
ability to add videos from services such as YouTube is available.

The edit interface's text is similar to the one shown here:

Please note that all contributions to JazeMeet may be edited, altered, or remowved by other contributors. If wou don't want
wour writing to be edited mercilessly, then don't submit it here.

Tou are also promising us that you wrote this yourself, or copied it from a public domain or sitnilar free resource (see
Project:Copyrights for details). DO NOT SUBMIT COPYRIGHTED WORE WITHOUT PERMISSION!

Summary:

Showcasing

Save page Show changes

Cancel | Editing help (opens in new window)

To alter the text in the edit interface, go to MediawWiki : Copyrightwarning or
MediaWiki:Copyrightwarning2. This text is displayed directly above the edit
summary box and the submission button for the edit. We will add the following
HTML to MediaWiki: Copyrightwarning?2 to tell our visitors that they can
embed videos:

<h3>Add Videos to JazzMeet!</h3>

You can now add videos to JazzMeet using the following code:
<tt>

<video>YouTube video ID</video>

</tt>

Videos from Google Video can be added with the following code:
<tt>

<video type="googlevideo">Google video ID</video>

</tt>

For more information, see [[Help:Adding videos to JazzMeet]].
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This changes the message in the edit interface of our JazzMeet wiki to:

Add Videos to JazzMeet!

Tou can now add wideos to JazelMeet using the following code: <video>¥FouTube wideo ID</wideo>

Videos from Google Wideo can be added with the following code: <video type="googlewideo">Google wideo ID</

wideok

For more information, see Help:Adding videos to JazzMeet.

Please note that all contributions to JazzMeet may be edited, altered, or removed by other contributors. If wou don't want
your writing to be edited mercilessly, then don't submit it here. You are also promising us that you wrote this yourself, or
copied it from a public domain or similar free resource (see Project:Copyrights for details). PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT
COPYRIGHTED WORK WITHOUT PERMISSION!

Summary:

Thiz iz a minor edit | | Watch thiz page

Save page Show changes

Cancel | Editing help (opens in new window)

Social Bookmarking

Social bookmarking allows people to "bookmark", or make a note of, the websites
they like or find useful, and share these bookmarks with other social bookmarkers
while surfing the Internet.

Traditionally, bookmarking was done through the Internet browsing software,
such as Internet Explorer, Safari, Firefox, or Opera. With social bookmarking, your
bookmarks are not confined to one browser, but are stored online.

The following two options are available for enabling social bookmarking on
your website:

e Link to each individual social bookmarking service that you wish to use

e Use a social bookmarking aggregator such as Socializer or AddThis

. Evenif you do not have links to allow visitors to bookmark your website,

%, many services allow their users to install toolbars in their browser, which

% allows your website to be added anyway. Adding these links will help to
spread your wiki and its new skin very fast.
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Individual Social Bookmarking Services

There are huge numbers of social bookmarking services on the Internet, and quite a
number of these have become reasonably popular. We will look at some of the more
popular bookmarking services such as:

e Mister Wong
e Furl
e Facebook

Your Wiki's Audience

One thing to consider before adding social bookmarking service links to your wiki
is your audience. For instance, if your wiki is technology-related, you may find it
better to use Digg than Facebook, as Digg is more popular than Facebook for your
wiki's intended audience. If your wiki's visitors are primarily from Germany, you
may find Mister Wong more useful than Furl, because Mister Wong is more popular
with the German users.

There are many other social bookmarking services available, including Del.icio.
us (http://del.icio.us) and StumbleUpon (http://stumbleupon.com), which
you can use after asking your wiki's visitors by means of a poll, or following
simple experimentation.

Example of Audience

durhamStudent (http://durhamStudent.co.uk) is a niche website aimed at
students of Durham University in the UK:

Sign up now and ge site register for an account - it
just take:

durhamStudent
durhamStudent is th

Going Up | Going Down Durham Universit:

Freshers

Durham Student Housing
Going Up
Articles & Resources

Durham Colleges

are all included in
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The durhamStudent website uses both the methods of social bookmarking discussed
earlier, providing links for eKstreme's Socializer and a link to an individual
bookmarking service, Facebook:

Facebook was linked individually here because it is incredibly popular among
the students at Durham University (indeed, the Durham network is only open to
those with a university email address). Although Facebook's bookmarking service
is accessible through Socializer, it is also linked separately as the website's target
audience is more likely to use that service than any other.

Mister Wong

Mister Wong, http://www.mister-wong.com, is popular with German and other
European users (though not so much in Great Britain), and allows the users to store
their bookmarks while maintaining their privacy, with the ability to set bookmarks
as "public" or "private".

Login
Search: (@ Al (O Tags 9

EZMISTER WONG | = —

Mot a member yet? Sign up for freal

|0vemiew| Spotight  Signup  Login  Groups  Stuff  Help  Contact  Blog

‘Whiat can Mister Wong do Tor you? i}
Woelcome to Mister Wong Mistar Wong hekis o save all o your favorte webistes Spotlight
Mister Wong is one of the leading zocial bookmarking o : o e
ices with portels in & languages and over 4 milon your personal accourt, 50 you have sccess ;
et no mether wwivara you are. Martin Wells

vishors per marth.

Tachnlcal writar and
Founder and CEC of

How can you benefit from Mister Wong ?
Tanglar.

Lize Mistar Wong to zearch for the: best webaies on the wab.
“Woull sizo find a list of popular sites covering a varisty of

topicz on the homepape for even mare nspiration.

THE NEW
vasad (1 wigGETS
flash gamas online puzzle importad
Lose the Blogger 15: 25+ Wab Apps for Dieting & Get ... (2
fithass disting
[eava ][ commant ]

MISTER

WONG

GOES
discover «social» . MOBILE

- reddit.com: what's new online &
Wery useful Digg-ike sita.
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Generally, the social bookmarking services ask for two pieces of information when
creating a link from your website to them: the URL (address) of the page or website
you want to add, and the title of that page or website, as you wish it to be posted.

Linking to Mister Wong

To link to Mister Wong, create a link where you want your social bookmark to be
shown in your MediaWiki template in the following format:

http://www.mister-wong.com/index.php?action=addurl&bm url=www.example.
com &bm description=Your+Website

Spaces are automatically escaped with a "+" sign by the majority of social
% bookmarking services. You don't have to worry about properly escaping
spaces in the title of your link when linking to bookmarking services.

To use these services with MediaWiki, we will be required to use some PHP that we
covered in Chapter 5. In particular, we will need the following;:

e The page's title, which we can get with
<?php S$this->text ('pagetitle') ?>

e The website's address, retrievable with
<?php $this->urlencode('serverurl') ?>

For simplicity, we will assume that our visitors will always want to bookmark
JazzMeet's homepage, http://www.jazzmeet . com. Thus, the code in our MediaWiki
template would appear as follows:

<a href= "http://www.mister-wong.com/index.php?action=addurl&bm
url=www.jazzmeet.com &bm description=JazzMeet" title="Bookmark
JazzMeet with Mister Wong">Bookmark JazzMeet with Mister Wong</a>

What Mister Wong Users See

If a visitor to your wiki decides to bookmark your wiki with Mister Wong, they will
be greeted with a screen similar to the following, with fields for the address of the
website (URL), title, related keywords ("tags"), and a comment about the website:
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jazzrmest | 0 Bookmarks | Mesiages | Logo

lﬂﬂm“t's Search: (®) Al (O) ny Bookmarks () Tags

=2 MISTER WONG | g T

fe're & candidate |

roacha
o Pages

Overview  Spotlight hddl My Bockmarks  Buddies  Groups  Profils Stuff  Help  Contact  Blog

My Tags
Add bookmark

Here you can enter a URL and additional information,

R e tae and iy, R R jazzmeet.com | " tmport your swisting
Crlv et s s el bookmarks now!
e ——

Up to 100 <t . |Ja:zueet| zocial networking with music |
P i W characters

Comment: JszzMaet =)

Up to 200 charackers

Tags:
Kaywords separated
by apsce characters

|jazzmast, Jjazz, music |

Status: () Public {default)
(@) Private

They are also given the option to bookmark as either "public", allowing other Mister

Wong users to see it, or "private", which restricts the bookmarked website to their
account only.

Furl

Furl, http://www. furl.net, has functionality that is similar to Mister Wong.

LogIn SignUp Groups~ Explore ~

Furl is a social bookmarking site that makes it easy
to save, share, and explore favorite web pages.

Ready to get started? Sign Up and you'll be furling in minutes!
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Linking to Furl

Very similar to Mister Wong, you can create a link to bookmark a particular page
in MediaWiki by inserting the following in to your skin template:

<a href= "http://www.furl.net/storelt.jsp?t=JazzMeet&u=www.jazzmeet.
com" title="Bookmark JazzMeet with Furl"sBookmark JazzMeet with Furl</
a>

What Furl Users See

Furl has the same features as Mister Wong. But the Furl team has added its own
twist to social bookmarking, with the added features of being able to add a rating
(out of five stars), marking the bookmark as "read" or "unread", and creating
"groups" to better organize your bookmarked websites:

Save a Bookmark Save & Email m

URL |\,W-,W_jaameet.cum ‘

Title |JaRMeet ‘

Topics are Semicolon separated
Topics |-

Add & Topic (Clicking a topic adds it to the
"Topics" field)

Groups

Rating s ¢ o ¥ ¥

Mark As: @ Public O ® Read (O Unrsad
Frivate
Comments =]
Clipping =
Keywards

Save & Email m

This information is provided by the user, so you don't need to specify any more
parameters in addition to the page title and your wiki's address.
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Facebook

Facebook (http://facebook.com) is a very popular social networking site that
allows people to share photographs with each other. In 2006, Facebook launched its
social bookmarking feature.

facebook

Email:

Password: Facebook is a social utility that connects you

faCEbOOk with the people around you.

|| Remember me

Forgok Password?
Use Facebook to... Sign up for Facebook

It's free and anyone can join.
X5 Keep up with friends and family

Full Marne:
- i
Share photaos and videos S
[B Control privacy anline i Erssmnk
A Reconnect with old dassmates Lam: |Select Sex: ¥ |

Birthday: |Month: = | |Day: | [vear: x|
Why do T need ta provide this?

Find your Friends on Facebook

Search by Mame E By clicking Sign Ip, wou are indicating that
R B you hawe read and agree to the Terms of Lse
or Use the Friend Finder ¥ and Prvacy Palicy,
Facebook @ 2005 | English » About  Find Friends  Adwertising Developers  Terms  Privacy Help

Linking to Facebook

To link to Facebook's social bookmarking service, we can use the following code:

<a href= " http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.jazzmeet.
com" title="Bookmark JazzMeet with Facebook">Bookmark JazzMeet with
Facebook</a>

Note that we do not need to specify the page's title, as Facebook will automatically
insert this, along with an (optional) image and a brief description of your website.
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What Facebook Users See

Facebook's sharing features are a lot more limited than other social bookmarking
services. The user is given an option to change the title or the address being
bookmarked, and write a short description of the website:

facebook
| Send a Message

Comment: |JazzMest: community For jazz enthusiasts around the world)|

Choose a Thurnbnail Main Page - JazzMeet
IZTND Picture http vy peacockearter.cok ich. .

Once posted, the link is visible in the poster's feed:

O Richard posted a link, 10:44sm Comment [ Share |+]

www. jazzmeet.com
Source v jazzmest.com

Social Bookmarking Aggregators

Rather than attempting to put every single social bookmarking site link in your
MediaWiki skin template, there is a simpler way. We can use a social bookmark
aggregator such as eKstreme's Socializer, or AddThis.
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AddThis

AddThis (http://addthis.com) is the "number one bookmarking and
sharing button".

Elog | fvy Account | Help

One Button.
Your Content Everywhere.

[ served over 30 billion times per month ]

\ Add This  THE #1 BOOKMARKING AND SHARING BUTTON

. OME BUTTON i POWERFUL AMALYTICS 1w CLIEWTS & PARTMERS

.+ Easy Bookmarking & Sharing Get free statistics about

= Spreads Your Content GET YOUR how wour content iz shared
-+ Removes Clutter BUTTON

+ Fast and Reliable

TIME, Oracle, TechCrunch, Freewebs,
Entertainment Weekly, Topix, Lonely
and spread by wour users: Planet, MySpace, PGA Tour, Tower

Records, Squidoo, Zappos, FOX, 4BC,

= fiiost Popular Content

= Easily Customizable . CBS, Glamour, WebihD, Amercan Idol,

) = Withere Your Content is Sent o ;
= For Websites and Blogs » Trends Cver Time HitsLink, Widgetbox, Template Maonster,
= Completely Free GetAFreelancer, ReadWriteWWeb,

= Geographic Breakdown
Brothersoft, E! Online, iGuard, and more

Learn More » Learn fore

About Us | Terms of Service | Prvacy | Help
@ Copyright 2006-2008 - 4ddThis, LLC

Linking to AddThis

Linking to AddThis is easy as there is a wizard-style, step-by-step guide for creating
and customizing your button. AddThis gives you a number of choices as to how it
looks and acts for your wiki's visitors. Firstly, it can be used as a single button:

£ ADDTHIS of 20 8
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Secondly, a "drop-down" version with JavaScript can be used, which provides an
instant access to the more popular bookmarking services:

B AODTHIS of 50 &
Bookmark & Share
5 Favorites 25 Digy
m Delicio.us |G| Google
W MySpace Ej Facebonk
3 Reddit B4 Mewsvine
W Live s> More ..
Add This

You may need to register for an "AddThis" account to gain access to the
/— code that will be required.

Socializer

ekStreme's Socializer (http://ekstreme.com/socializer) is another social
bookmark service aggregator.

about webmasters surfers

ocializerz.o

simplifying social bookmarking
Fart of ekstreme.com

You have not specified a URL to bookmark. Flease read below about using the

Sodializer,

Submit Your URL Social Bookmarking

Increase Website Traffic. Submit to We submit your website to 50 PRE+
500,000 Free Sites, This Warks! social bookmarking websites,

[<[>] Ads by Google

What's the Socializer?

The Sodializer allows you to easily submit a link to several social bookmarking systems. Instead of
having a link to each social bookmarking website, you have a single link to all of them!

The Sodializer is a free web service from eKstreme, com.

Contact me: to suggest new sites to add to the Sodializer or contact me for other reasons,
please use the contact form.

Web Surfers Info
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Unlike AddThis, Socializer does not have a drop-down "widget", so to use it you can
just link to it as you would do in any other website.

New Windows

Linking to Socializer

. You can create a new browser window by adding target="_blank"
% to the relevant link attribute. You could use this to prevent your wiki's
e visitors from losing their place on your wiki when they bookmark it. But
it may irritate some visitors who are accustomed to opening a new tab in
their browser by using the central mouse button.

Linking to Socializer is similar to linking to Mister Wong or Furl's social

bookmarking services.

<a href= "http://ekstreme.com/socializer/?url=www.jazzmeet.
com&title=JazzMeet" title="Bookmark JazzMeet with Socializer">Bookmark
JazzMeet with Socializer</a>

What Socializer Users See

Socializer users are presented with a list of bookmarking services, with a more
popular group towards the top of the screen:

Part of ekstreme.com

Top Services
& Blogmemes
Fuirl
Rl netvouz
4 Slashdot
IS Technorati

Other Services

[ Backflip

about

webmasters

surfers

ocializer:.o

simplifying social bookmarking

You are bookmarking: JazzMeet,

p Create Short Socializer link.

o del.icio.us
Mister Wong
P plugim

% Squidoo

® vahoo My Web

B ElinkBits

@ Click for help below,

o digg
& netscape
& reddit

D StumbleUpon

% Elinklist
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Social Networking and MediaWiki

Social bookmarking for JazzMeet

As JazzMeet's visitors are likely to be from a wide range of backgrounds, we will use
eKstreme's Socializer for JazzMeet's social bookmarking,.

Insert the XHTML given earlier in JazzMeet's skin template, below the article's
content, aligned to the right:

o far|

Upload file Special pages Printable version

Socialize JazzlMeet

Summary

We have covered embedding links to social networking sites and more interactive
elements in your website, including the following:

e Videos from YouTube, Google Video, and other popular video
sharing websites
o Twitter feeds
e Social bookmarks
Although adding these more interactive features to your wiki can be a good thing,
remember that they should only be used to enhance your wiki, and not as its primary

focus. Without useful content, your wiki's visitors will leave your wiki and not add
anything to the community that you are trying to create.
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